Want to Run for Public Office?  Here is How?
What is Public Office?
· An elected or appointed position in government

· a position concerning the people as a whole 
wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 

· Any elective office for which candidates are required to file statements of economic interests under the state law.
www.elections.il.gov/CampaignDisclosure/GlossaryKP.aspx
Why Run For Public Office?

Public office is about service.  It is the ultimate in giving back to your community.  As an elected official you are elected to serve.
You are a “public servant”.  You will make policy decisions that will impact your constituent’s lives for years to come.

What Do I Need? and What Should I Know ?
“Passion for Service” “Love of Your Community”

Although it seems glamorous, it is one of the most demanding and unglamorous careers, Work schedule is 12 to 18 hours a day 7 days a week.  It takes passion and hours and hours of time.  You must be committed to the community. Willing to be a decision maker, willing to take criticism, be under public scrutiny and under the ever watchful eye of the press and social media.

The Challenges:
Your hardest job will be to inform people that the office you are running for even exists.

· Low budget or no budget,
· Low visibility,
· Lack of technology access
· No staff, lack of volunteers

· Name recognition

So you still want to serve?  Assess you Resources?

Focus

Focus is your greatest asset.  Determination to “keep going” in the face of enormous obstacles…. just “keep going”.
Hilary Rodham Clinton quotes Harriet Tubman (Underground Railroad) on determination:

“If you hear the Dogs Keep Going” “If you see the torches in the woods”, “Keep 
Going” “If you hear the shouting, Keep going, Don’t ever stop” “Keep Going” 
“Keep going. (Hillary Rodham Clinton Candidate for President - Democratic 
National Convention - Aug. 2008).
Planning Well
Assess your resources.
· Develop a Campaign Plan. 

· Identify your financial resources.

· Develop an e marketing plan.
The Message

The message is important. The message is your trademark and you’re branding. Your message will distinguish you from your opponents.  Developing a message will take a lot of time and skill.

Fundraising

Candidate involvement means fundraising.  Fundraising is key.  Fundraising must be “viral”.

Presence and Image

Candidates must make a good impression and develop the presence of their potential office. A Winning Campaign wardrobe identifies your goals.
Stamina and Time Management

A candidate must have good stamina able to work 14 to 16 hours a day on the campaign trail and be accessible.  (Do you have the stamina and energy for this?)
Press Conferences and Social Media

Management of the press and social media is necessary for a successful campaign.
Still interested in Running for Office?  Then Get Started. 
Sign up for  Campaign Training Now
Professional campaign training is vital to the success of your campaign.
Sign up for campaign training. Email carmenschaye@cox.net.

